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Article 29, Paragraph 2 



This application should be rejected for the reason(s) lain forth below. If the applicant 
wishes to comment thereon, the applicant is invited to submit a response within 60 
days from the Mailing Date of this notice. 



The invention(s) according to the below-listed claim(s) of the present application 
could have been easily made prior to the filing date of the present application by a person 
with average knowledge in the field to which the invention(s) belongs based on the 
invention(s) disclosed in the below-listed publication(s), distributed in Japan or elsewhere 
prior to the filing date of this application, and it is therefore deemed to be unpatentable 
under the provisions of Japanese Patent Law, Article 29, Paragraph 2. 



[Claims: 1-18] 

Citation 1 discloses an automated culture apparatus for cells that is provided with 
an automatic transfer means and observation means. 

Citation 2 (previous Citation 1) discloses carrying out bone regeneration by 
collecting bone marrow from the patient and transplanting osteoblasts that can be cultured 
into the same patient. 

Citation 3, page 36, line 20 to page 37, line 4; page 40, line 27 to page 42, line 3; 
page 49, lines 1 1 to 15; page 52, lines 3 to 18; and page 57, line 15 to page 59, line 5, 
discloses an apparatus for culturing living cells that are used in bone marrow transplants 
and the like, that is provided with a memory apparatus in a portable cassette (that is, a 
"culture container") that is accommodated in a culture chamber, and information related to 



REASON(S) 



(See the List of Citations for the cited publications) 



EXAMINER'S COMMENTS 
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the identity of the patient and the culture cells in the culture chamber is stored in the 
memory apparatus; carrying out culturing while updating the information related to the 
conditions in the cassette (for example, culture conditions such as temperature and the like, 
or the occurrences of accidents and the like) by a constant temperature maintaining 
apparatus (a means that maintains a constant temperature state in the culture chamber) and a 
processing device (a means that doses cells) when the cassette is set in the culture 
apparatus; and each of the devices are connected to a system control apparatus by a 
network, the operation of each of the devices is monitored by this apparatus, and the 
information related to the culture conditions is accumulated. 

In connection with this, similar to the transplant technique that is disclosed in 
Citation 2, when cells that have been collected from a patient are cultured and then 
transplanted back into this patient, preventing mistakenly switching of patients when 
culturing bone marrow cells that originate in the patient as disclosed in Citation 2 is an 
obvious problem. Thus, in the culture apparatus that is disclosed in Citation 1, recording 
patient information on the culture container as is disclosed in Citation 3 with the object of 
preventing mistaken switching of patients and monitoring and accumulating information 
related to the culture conditions by using a system managing apparatus is easily performed 
by a person skilled in the art. 

In addition, in order to prevent mistaken switching of patients not only during the 
culturing but in prior and subsequent steps, similarly adding patient information not just to 
the culture container, but also to the container for receiving the cells and the container for 
discharging cells after culturing and associating these with each other can be appropriately 
performed by a person skilled in the art as necessary. 

In addition, it cannot be deemed that a particularly significant effect is obtained by 
the invention that is recited in the claims. 

LIST OF CITATIONS 

1 . Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No. S5 8- 155087 

2. "Salon" Nagoya Orthopedic Surgery Class, "Development of regeneration techniques for 
extending the back = Tokai, Yomiuri Shinbun, Central Japan Evening Edition, Japan, 
January 16, 2002, pate 23 [online] 

3. Published Japanese Translation No. HI 1-507229 of the PCT International Publication 
Suggestions for amendments and the like 

(1) When amending the specification, underline the locations where the descriptions have 
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been altered by amendments (Japanese Patent Law, Administrative Regulation Format 13, 
6) 

(2) In addition to matters that are disclosed in the specification and figures of the initial 
filing of the present application, amendments must be carried out within a scope of matter 
that is obvious based on the matter that is disclosed in the specification and figures of the 
initial filing of the present application. When making amendments, in the Remarks, the 
reason that the amendments for each of the amended matters conforms to the law should be 
argued after clearly showing the disclosures of the specification of the initial filing of the 
present application that are the grounds. (The disclosure format of corrected claims in the 
invalidation trial should be consulted for the disclosure format in the Remarks.) 

RECORD OF PRIOR ART SEARCH 

Searched Technical Fields: IPC 7th Version C 12 M 1/00 - 3/10 

Prior Art Reference: 

1 . Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No. H9- 160995 

2. "Reporting the direction that clinical tests should advance and response to 24 hour 
tolerance of transfusion tests", Seventh Olympus Seminar, Japan, 2001, page 5 (online) 

This record of the prior art search does not constitute the reasons for rejection. 

Please contact the following with respect to questions that are related to the contents of this 
Notice of Reasons for Rejection 

Patent Examination Department Three 
Bioengineering 

Examiner Nishi NAGATANIGAWA 
Tel: 93(3581)1101, extension 3488 
Fax: 03(3501)0491 
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